Life Group Homework

For the week of January 25, 2010
Getting to Know you
1.  If you had to watch one television program for one hour every day for one week and it couldn’t be ESPN (sorry sports fans) what would it be and why?

2.  Growing up, can you think of a time when you saw someone who was usually on the fringe accepted or included because of the efforts of one person reaching out? 

3.  This week’s sermon was titled “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?”  Was there any one point, comment or verse that particularly challenged or confused you or caught your attention?  

Digging Deeper

1.  It’s no surprise that it can be challenging to reach out to or accept those who are different or have a belief system contrary to our own. Read 1 Timothy 1:12-16. How does the Apostle Paul’s understanding of his past and what God did for him impact his viewpoint of others? 

2. Living alongside those who are opposing God can be tricky. How do we honor God and reach out at the same time? Daniel is an amazing example of someone who did just that. He found himself in a situation where the government system and ruler were completely opposed to God. As you read part of Daniel’s story in Daniel 6:1-5 what are some of the ways he continued to have influence in this kind of hostile environment?
Can you think of what it would look like for a person to have influence like Daniel in a modern-day workplace, school or home that is closed off to God and His plan?

3.   What instructions does Jesus give us in Matthew 5:43-46 when it comes to inviting and welcoming everyone to the “dinner”?  

What are some potential reasons that make it difficult to follow these instructions?  

Taking it Home
Looking back at this week’s message and study what point do you feel is most important for you to remember and why?
Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group.  
Over the years we've found that group 
prayer goes better when we follow three simple guidelines.  
Group prayer goes best when...

WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME - Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer begins or during the prayer time.  Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone.  Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next topic.
PRAY MORE THAN ONCE - Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray about.  No one is required to pray.
WE KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE - Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the point.  When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group.  No one’s required to pray out loud. 
