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Acts 13:1-5(NIV)

 1In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 

 4The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper.
Lessons from the Pros
· If we are truly following God, then:

· We are all called to BE A LIGHT. 





Acts 13:1-3, 47, Matthew 5:14-16, Colossians 4:2-6, Philippians 2:14-15
Acts 13:6-12(NIV)

6They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10"You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun." Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the TEACHING about the Lord.

Acts 13:13-16(NIV)

 13From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem.  14From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down. 15After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the people, please speak." 

 16Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: "Men of Israel and you Gentiles who worship God, listen to me! 

Acts 13:42-43(NIV)

 42As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

· Create OPPORTUNITIES, not CONFLICT.





Acts 13:5, 14-15, 42, 14:1, 9, 1 Peter 3:15-16
Acts 13:44-46, 50(NIV)
 44On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 

 46Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.
50 But the Jews incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51So they shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 14:1-7(NIV)

 1At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed. 2But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders. 4The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles. 5There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them.  6But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, 7where they continued to preach the good news.
· We should expect OPPOSITION. 





Acts 13:8, 45, 50, 14:5, 19, Romans 8:17
· Rejection may be a sign of SUCCESS, not FAILURE. 





Acts 14:22-26, Matthew 10:17-42, 1 Corinthians 16:8-9
· Don’t BARGE down a door that God has not OPENED. 

Acts 13:51, 14:5-6, 20, Matthew 10:5-16, Matthew 7:6
How it Applies to Us
· Pray for OPEN DOORS.

· Realize that people need ANSWERS, not ARGUMENTS. 

· Start with where THEY ARE, not with what YOU KNOW. 

Taking IT Home

Looking back at the verses above, which one of them stands out to you most? Explain why.

Take a few minutes and talk to God. Thank Him for what He has done for you.  Ask Him to help you understand how you might communicate the “Good News” to others.  

1. In your current circle of relationships, who would you most like to see take a step closer to Jesus? Is there anything you could do or say that might help that happen?

Spend some time praying for these specific people and God’s work in their lives.
2. We as a church are committed to being a light to our community.  Looking for opportunities to serve in your community is a great way to be a light.  Can you think of one area where you can begin to serve?
[image: image1.png]



PAGE  
1

