Growth Group Homework

For the week of March 8, 2010

Quick Review:  Take a look at your sermon notes from this week.   Was there a point in the sermon that challenged you, caught your attention or even confused you?

MY STORY 

1.  Looking ahead at opportunities you will have to serve, what are you looking forward to?  What concerns, if any, do you have?

2.  When is serving others most challenging for you?

Digging Deeper
1.  We will all bring our own unique expectations into serving opportunities.  Regardless of how our experience matches up with those expectations, it will be our attitudes and actions that will make the difference.  How can the following verses shape your attitude and actions throughout this experience? 

John 13:12-17

Romans 12:3

Philippians 2:5-8

1 Peter 3:15

Making it Real:  Talk with your group about opportunities to show love through service in your community.  Really plan it.  Make it achievable.  Set a date.  
If someone were to ask you, “Why are you doing this project?”  How could you answer them in light of these passages and this week’s teaching?  

2. A goal we have at New Heart is to be a church that intentionally loves people so that they will see who Jesus is through our actions and words and then be drawn to Him.  Read Matthew 5:13-16 and Colossians 3:23-24 and list any specific guidelines or tips that could influence our effectiveness in serving.  
What does it look like to be “salt” and “light”?

What does it look like to work “with all your heart”? 

3.  Part of carrying out God’s game plan is simply loving others and being a “light.” As others notice that “light,” what does 1 Peter 2:12 teach us about whose reputation we need to be concerned about?

What other ways can we as individuals and as a church family make God look good?

Taking It home
1.  It’s incredible to think that we are God’s “Plan A” to spread the Good News about Him.  Along with that big assignment we also have big resources to help us out.  God’s presence and power are available to each of us through the Holy Spirit.  We are simply asked to pray for open doors, contagious faith and clear communication. Take a few minutes and look back at Colossians 4:2-6 and use it as a prayer guide as you consider opportunities before you…to serve and bring this great news.  
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