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Series:  Faith-Behind the Scenes

When Spiritual Entropy Sets In (Judges)
Sunday, September 5, 2010

Study Guide for the week of September 6, 2010

Warming Up

1. Describe a time when you let your yard go or the dishes pile up, or the laundry overflow?  Why did you let it get this way?  How difficult was it to get things in order?  

2. When trouble comes into your life, how do you usually react?  How does it impact your faith?  

Digging Deeper

3. Read Deuteronomy 6:6-12.  Do you feel like you’re passing your faith onto the next generation?  What is working?  What isn’t working?

4. Share an example of when you trusted in your own abilities during a difficult time?  What happened?  What did you learn about God? 

5. Read Judges 6:1-16.  In the seven years prior to Gideon coming to save the day, what is the situation in Israel?  Sound familiar?  Why? 

6. This time how are the people responding? Regret or repentance?  What is the difference between the two?

7. What is the significance of the angel’s word and Gideon’s protest concerning the Lord’s presence?  

8. Why does Gideon object to being chosen?  Was it his lack of faith in himself?  Or in God?  Or in his team?

9. Read Judges 6:36-40.  Why do you think Gideon would put out a fleece even after God told him he’d win? 
10. Have you ever “put out a fleece” to seek God’s direction in your life?  How do you feel about asking the Lord for signs?  In what area of your life do you most need God’s direction right now?  

11. Why do you think God was patient with Gideon’s fleece?  

12. What is the most difficult thing about doing God’s will?  

13. Do you feel like you are following God with your career?  How did you make the decision to do what you are doing?  

14. Read Ephesians 4:11-13(NIV).  Do you agree that it is the Pastor’s work to “equip the saints for service”?  If so, what can we do to ensure his focus in this area?  

Bringing it Home

15. Do you think God is challenging you to “move” in any area of your life?  What’s holding you back?  What would it take for you to trust God and move forward?

16. In the past year, what are one or two signs that gave you confidence that God was “with you”?  

17. Are you living your life as a ministry to God or do you feel like your faith is something you are adding onto your life?  Why?
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