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· Where are they now?
· En●tro●py-  a process of degradation or running down or a trend to disorder. (Webster’s)

· The goal:  To help you avoid SPIRITUAL ENTROPY and find SPIRITUAL AUTHENTICITY.  

· The question:   

· A Vicious Cycle

Judges 2:6(NIV)

 6 After Joshua sent the people away, each of the tribes left to take possession of the land allotted to them.
· THE CYCLE:  How did we get here from there?  
· PEACE 

· COMPLACENCY 

· SIN 
· PAIN
· BROKENNESS (Cry Out to God)
· DELIVERANCE (Judge)

· REPENTANCE  

· PEACE
· THE JUDGES:  Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jepthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson.  

· The Causes of Spiritual Entropy
1. When we do not passionately and consistently impart faith to the next generation.

Judges 2:10(NIV)

10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel.
2. When we focus on our abilities, strength and status to accomplish God’s purposes.  

Judges 6:11-16(NIV)

 11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." 

 13 "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian." 

 14 The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?" 

 15 "But Lord,  " Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family." 

 16 The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together." 

Judges 6:36-40(NIV)

 36 Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised- 37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said." 38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water. 

 39 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece. This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew." 40 That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.

3. When we limit ministry to a few elite and trained professionals.  (Judges 7:1-8)

4. When we become so enmeshed in secular culture that we don’t even notice when we adopt ungodly practices. (Judges 11)

5. When we forget and break the covenant commitments we have made before God and others.  (Judges 13,14)

6. When our desires and impulses begin to rule our lives rather than the Holy Spirit of God.  (Judges 14, 16)

7. When we cry out to God for help because we are facing pain but not because we are truly sorry for our sin.  
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