New Heart Community Church

Series:  Faith-Behind the Scenes

When Spiritual Entropy Sets In Part II(Judges)
Study Guide for the week of September 13, 2010
Warming Up

Read Judges 11

1. If you are in a heap of trouble, who do you call?  Why?
2. When you were in school, who was the “might warrior” or “big man on campus”?  What earned him or her that reputation?

Digging Deeper

3. What are some observations or points of interest in this passage? 

4. How might Jephthah’s upbringing have affected him?  Who were his closest friends?  What does this tell you about him?

5. What do you suppose is the purpose of the story about Jephthah and his daughter? 

6. Jephthah’s life could be summed up in four words:  rejection, vindication, victory and heartache.  Which of these four words touch upon stages of your life right now?  

7. What is the status of vows in our society?  What are some unpopular vows you have made and kept?

Bringing It Home

Review the 7 Causes of Spiritual Entropy.  Do you agree with them?  Which ones have been true in your own life?  What has helped you to move from Spiritual Entropy to Spiritual Authenticity?  

· The Causes of Spiritual Entropy

1. When we do not passionately and consistently impart faith to the next generation.

2. When we focus on our abilities, strength and status to accomplish God’s purposes.  

3. When we limit ministry to a few elite and trained professionals.  (Judges 7:1-8)

4. When we become so enmeshed in secular culture that we don’t even notice when we adopt ungodly practices. (Judges 11-12)

5. When we forget and break the covenant commitments we have made before God and others.  (Judges 13-16)

6. When our desires and impulses begin to rule our lives rather than the Holy Spirit of God.  (Judges 14, 16)

7. When we cry out to God for help because we are facing pain but not because we are truly sorry for our sin.  
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