New Heart Community Church

Series:  Faith-Behind the Scenes

Breaking the Cycle of Entropy

Study Questions for the Week of September 20, 2010
· SPIRITUAL ENTROPY means our spiritual lives tend to move toward disorder if we don’t put energy into keeping them vibrant and alive.  

Warming  Up

1. Do you suffer from MTS (Maybe Tomorrow Syndrome)?  What are some things in your life that are waiting for tomorrow? (i.e. the grass, my taxes, date with my spouse etc..)

2. Talk about a time when you felt like your faith was tired and you really struggled to keep it fresh.  
3. Describe what you do to keep your faith fresh and alive.  

Digging Deeper-the Causes and Solutions to Spiritual Entropy

Cause:  When we do not passionately and consistently impart faith to the next generation.

Solution:  We must have a deep commitment to pass on the torch of faith to the next generation with grace, consistency and passion. 

4. Read 2 Timothy 1:3-5Discuss a few ways in which your group could help to “pass the torch of faith” to the next generation.
5. Do you put a greater priority on your children’s activities than you do on their spiritual development?  What are some things you can begin to do to establish healthy spiritual priorities?  
*As a group…take a moment to stop and pray for your children by name.
Cause:  When we focus on our abilities, strength and status to accomplish God’s purposes.  

Solution:  We must become profoundly AWARE that ONLY GOD has the power to win the victory in the battles we face.  
6. Read Philippians 4: 10-13.  What do we learn about strength?  
7. What is a battle that you are currently facing…that could use a little refocus on God’s power?  

Cause:
When we limit ministry to a few elite and trained professionals.  (Judges 7:1-8)

Solution:  We are all called to serve according to the S.H.A.P.E. and CALLING God has given us.  

8. Read I Corinthians 12.  What do we learn about spiritual gifts?  Can you name one of your gifts?

9. What do we learn about the body of Christ? 

10. Do you agree with this statement?  The church will never be all God wants it to be until every follower of Jesus Christ is ministering according to his or her spiritual gifts.  

11. Can you honestly say that you are using your gifts in ministry to God?  Why or why not?

Cause:
When we become so enmeshed in secular culture that we don’t even notice when we adopt ungodly practices. (Judges 11-12)
Solution:  God’s Word must be our standard and final authority for life and faith.  
12. How can you go about finding your blind spots—those areas of your life that may be sinful…but you can’t see them?

13. How can we build our confidence in the bible as the final say in our lives?

14. How would you help someone determine “God’s will”?  

Cause:
  When we forget and break the covenant commitments we have made before God and others.  

Solution:  We must remember our commitments/covenants and find joy and fullness of life in keeping them.  

15. What would you say to someone who has “blown it big time” when it came to keeping a promise?  
16. What are some practical ways that we can help one another honor our commitments?

Cause:
When our desires and impulses begin to rule our lives rather than the Holy Spirit of God.   
Solution:  We must look to the Holy Spirit to grant us the strength we need to overcome sinful desires and impulses.

17. How do we access the power of the Holy Spirit?
18. Read Ephesians 6:10-20.  What do we learn in this passage that may help us?
Cause:
When we cry out to God for help because we are facing pain but not because we are truly sorry for our sin.  

Solution:  Our cry for deliverance must come from a true awareness of our sin, a genuine sorrow for how we have broken God’s heart and hurt others, and a commitment to change.  

19. Does God hear us and deliver us every time we cry out to Him?  When doesn’t he?  

20. Read Judges 10:10-16.  What do we learn about God and His deliverance?

21. Have you ever been broken before God?  Can you tell the group about that experience?  How did you know it was genuine?  How did God deliver you?

*As you close, take some time to quietly ask the Holy Spirit to show you any areas of your life that you may need to bring before Him.  Ask God for forgiveness.  Then pray as the Spirit guides your group.  
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