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Breaking the Cycle of Entropy

Sunday, September  19, 2010
· SPIRITUAL ENTROPY means our spiritual lives tend to move toward disorder if we don’t put energy into keeping them vibrant and alive.  

· Can the cycle be broken?

· Breaking the Cycle:

1. When we do not passionately and consistently impart faith to the next generation.
· Solution:  We must have a deep commitment to pass on the torch of faith to the next generation with grace, consistency and passion. 

2. When we focus on our abilities, strength and status to accomplish God’s purposes.  
· Solution:  We must become profoundly AWARE that ONLY GOD has the power to win the victory in the battles we face.  

3. When we limit ministry to a few elite and trained professionals.  (Judges 7:1-8)
· Solution:  We are all called to serve according to the S.H.A.P.E. and CALLING God has given us.  

4. When we become so enmeshed in secular culture that we don’t even notice when we adopt ungodly practices. (Judges 11-12)
· Solution:  God’s Word must be our standard and final authority for life and faith.  

5. When we forget and break the covenant commitments we have made before God and others.  (Judges 13-16)
· Solution:  We must remember our commitments/covenants and find joy and fullness of life in keeping them.  

6. When our desires and impulses begin to rule our lives rather than the Holy Spirit of God.  (Judges 14, 16)
· Solution:  We must look to the Holy Spirit to grant us the strength we need to overcome sinful desires and impulses.

7. When we cry out to God for help because we are facing pain but not because we are truly sorry for our sin.  
· Solution:  Our cry for deliverance must come from a true awareness of our sin, a genuine sorrow for how we have broken God’s heart and hurt others, and a commitment to change.  

· Signs of Brokenness:  

· Admitting your sin.

· Inviting God to do WHATEVER IT TAKES. 

· TAKING ACTION to change.  
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